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The three sculptures were made by Yehiel
Shemi in Kibbutz Be'eri during the year
1984. The actual making of the sculptures
took place in the Kibbutz, not in the
sculptor’s studio, nor in any other
workshop. The “workers’ who made them
were boys and girls of the local high
school’s graduating class, assisted by other
Kibbutz members. The materials for the
sculptures — steel, wood and bolts —
underwent a “‘normal’’ treatment, rather
than an “artistic’” one: the Oak wood
boards, after being unloaded from the truck
and piled in the carpentry shop, were
selected according to different size groups
and cut into the required size.

The boards were than moved to the farm
equipement shed, where bolts of different
sizes were drilled into them.

The steel sheets were processed in the iron
workshop. Some of them were cut into the
desired form — as in the “Peru’ sculpture
— while others were welded together
according to need. Wood and steel were
joined together by means of heavy bolts.
Thus Kibbutz Be'eri was actually the atelier-
workshop. In the process, an intersting
phenomenon was taking place: into the
everyday working-activity, something new
had been introduced — the making of
sculpture.

The sculptures were erected in the center
of the Kibbutz, near the main dininghall. In
the first few weeks the Kibbutz members
felt invaded by these three “‘entities’”” and
they caused much controversy. But with the
passage of time people realized that the
sculptures had become an integral part of
the local scenery: children use them as
playgrounds and adults are debating
whether or not it is “proper’’ to revarnish
them come summer...

Yet at this point we all agree that together
with the artist we have all shared a
“working experience’’ that has contributed
a new dimension to our lives.

The “work’ — being ours, and the work of
art — being Yehiel Shemi's.

Har’el
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